Chest pain and an abnormal chest X-ray--a case report.
Chest pain is a common symptom amongst patients presenting to the acute medical unit, and presents a diagnostic challenge. We present the case of a previously healthy 65 year old year old gentleman with chest pain and subsequent vomiting, treated initially as an acute coronary syndrome, despite normal ECG and troponin. Chest radiograph revealed left basal consolidation with an effusion, suggesting pneumonia. The absence of symptoms of respiratory infection along with a normal C-reactive protein level led to further investigation with CT. This revealed evidence of oesophageal rupture (Boerhaave's syndrome). Despite early surgical intervention our patient suffered a number of complications and continues his recovery in hospital three months post presentation.